Fry’s Spring Neighborhood Association

February 14, 2007

http://avenue.org/fsna

Attendees:

Peter Hedlund


Jeanne S. Chase


Phil D. Chase

Susan Lee Foard


Satyendra Singh Huja

Andrea K. Wieder

Patrick Healy



Becky Sims



Beth Branner

Joe Mooney



Adrienne Dent


Liz Courain

David Lee



Jack Gwynn



Terri DiCintio

Stephen Andrews


Genii Williams


Tim Williams

James King



Peggy King



Eric Pugh

Meeting, Date and Time

The second Wednesday of each month at Cherry Avenue Christian Church.

Starting time for March meeting is a new trial time: 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.


March 14, 2007 - Next FSNA meeting - 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Items are timed to allow meeting to end by 7:30 p.m.


Use Front Entrance

Special Thanks

The FSNA would like to thank the kind hospitality of the Cherry Avenue Christian 

Church for making their facilities available in a warm and welcoming way for the FSNA meetings.  We would also like to say an additional thanks to Bob Archer and his crew who had the parking lot plowed and the sidewalks cleared on the heels of the storm on Wednesday making parking and walking that evening a safe venture for folks attending the monthly FSNA meeting.

Prospective City Council Candidate

Mr. Satyendra Singh Huga, retired, with many years experience with the City of 

Charlottesville is exploring the avenue of running for the City Council and asked to come to be introduced at the FSNA as well as to become aware of our issues in this area of Charlottesville.  Mr. Huja was greeted and did stay to listen and to learn.
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J.P.A. Bridge Report - Adrienne Dent
John Santoski, Adrienne Dent and Michael Petrus met with the executive board members of the JPA neighborhood association on January 29th to discuss the JPA bridge and to highlight issues dear to the Fry’s Spring neighborhood association. Nina Barnes, President JPA neighborhood association, asked to be updated periodically on the JPA bridge and wants to support FSNA efforts.

On January 16, 2007 Morteza Salehi of VDOT replied to Mayor Brown’s request that VDOT consider a narrower design for the JPA Bridge and that VDOT give meaningful feedback .  The response was a short list of vague reasons why a narrower bridge (proposed reduction of 24 ft.) would not be suitable.  Disturbance in the public hearing process and in the phased construction of the replacement bridge seem to be the basis of VDOT’s objection to a narrower bridge. 

Mayor Brown responded quickly with a second letter to VDOT. The second letter posed very specific questions for Mr. Salehi. Adrienne believes that some of the questions were about economic impact of adopting a narrower bridge design and about impact on timing of replacing the bridge (multiple factors potentially involved here). Adrienne feels that Mayor Brown asked the appropriate questions.

Adrienne expects to know more when the VDOT reply is received in the coming days.

If the reply from VDOT is again vague and shows lack of commitment to exploring another option, we should consider how best to give VDOT proper encouragement. It is Adrienne’s understanding that Mayor Brown will then also pursue other avenues of pressuring VDOT and of having our questions adequately answered.

The Closure of JPA Bridge for Replacement - 2008

Concern has been expressed about the amount of traffic that will be going in front of three schools - Jackson-Via Elementary, Johnson Elementary, and Buford Middle. 

Letter to the Mayor
In a motion that was moved and seconded Peter Hedlund was requested to write a letter to Mayor David Brown requesting his presence at the March FSNA meeting to help clarify for us some points of confusion.  Peter will write this letter with those points to be addressed. Before the letter is sent Peter will send out the draft to the FSNA Board for their input.  It was further suggested that Kevin Lynch also be invited to attend with Mayor Brown.   (Because the letter is being written I will not put the specific points to be addressed in this draft copy of the minutes.  Jeanne Chase, Secretary)
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Invitation to Fry’s Spring Neighborhood’s New Planner

Peter will be in touch with Brian Haluska to invite him to our March meeting.  John Santoski had sent a letter of introduction with an open invitation to come to the FSNA meetings.  It is hoped that Brian will be able to attend.

Ashley Cooper - Huntley Project

Ashley Cooper, former neighborhood planner for the Fry’s Spring Neighborhood, has taken a new direction with the City of Charlottesville, but will continue her work with the Huntley project.  She hands over the other projects in our area to Brian Haluski, her successor.

“Stay On Message” - Joe Mooney

“It is important to “stay on message.”  The Area B Study is the most comprehensive plan involving county, city and university planning.  It is crucial to the preservation of our neighborhood and of others.  The FSNA should continue to emphasize the importance of the Fontaine/Sunset Connector.”

Covering the County Meetings

James King and Jack Gwynn will continue to cover the Albemarle County Planning meetings as well as the Board of Supervisors and will encourage others to join them.  They will report back to FSNA with updates.  It is important for the County Planners and Supervisors to not lose sight of how their decisions affect others both in the County of Albemarle as well as in the City of Charlottesville.

Traffic Calming - Terri DiCintio

Terri did not have any further updates relative to the speed humps that have been her focus with Ashley Cooper.  Since Ashley is handing off to Brian, Terri was looking for her next information to come to her from Brian Haluski.

Postcards - Peter Hedlund

Peter will talk with our neighborhood planner as to the availability of names and addresses for everyone in the Fry’s Spring Neighborhood for the purpose of increasing awareness and encouraging participation in the FSNA.

Peter will research the best cost option and report back to the FSNA.  Stephen Andrews spoke to the positive discussions when distributing FSNA material by hand door to door which engages neighbors in the issues and acts as an encouragement for their ideas.
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Positive Public Relations for Neighborhood Associations

It was suggested that the neighborhoods be featured in the City Notes that

accompany the monthly utility bill.  This would include the Web site and information relative to their meetings and any important item that is happening during that month.

Another idea was to rent a hot air balloon to fly over our neighborhood to pinpoint where we are.  This might be used in conjunction with a school activity.  Other ideas?  Bring them with you to the March 14, 2007 meeting of FSNA.

Federation of Neighborhoods

John Santoski, Peter Hedlund, and James King will explore the option of joining with representatives from all neighborhood associations city wide at a February meeting to form one voice to engage in the resolution of City wide problems.  They will report their findings at the March FSNA meeting.  The Federation would be separate from FSNA.

Minutes

Several ideas were explored with styles of minutes.  Andrea presented the idea of using audio and a MP3 file on the Web site and let it flow in.  Peter suggested that the Search Engine currently available with the Web site is quite valuable and he would like to see it used to its fullest.  This would need the written minutes in order for the Search Engine to work.  It has been explored as to ways that the job of secretary might be two different jobs with Co-Secretaries.  One might take the notes and do the write-ups from the monthly meetings and the other would keep and update the FSNA data file, send out information in a timely fashion, and be used as a clearing house of information so that people can get the needed information on the same day received thus not losing valuable time for attention and successful resolution.  

Closing Old Lynchburg Road at Azalea Park

The City Council at this point has expressed that the closure would only be used as a last resort.  The emphasis needs to continue on the importance for the Fontaine/Sunset Connector to be built in order to take the high volume of mostly speeding traffic off of Old Lynchburg Road which is a city residential street from Azalea Park to JPA at the Fry’s Spring Beach Club.  The residents of Old Lynchburg Road have made it clear that they would support Council to close Old Lynchburg Road in the interest of safety. 

City Council, OLR, WCC– Report by Andrea K. Wieder
The January city council meeting in which the FSNA request to close OLR was on the agenda yielded a number of interesting moments. First, when I asked city council what response they had to our letter about getting the Willard/Cleveland/Cherry Avenue 
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City Council, OLR, WCC– Report by Andrea K. Wieder (continued)
intersection fixed, I learned I was to talk to the traffic engineer about that. Since we had

 been told at our Octoberfest in the fall that to get action on this item we should “take it to council”, I consider this two steps forward, 18 steps back. We have been through all the city staff folks on this, no action. We have discussed it with the former, part-time traffic engineer, no action. We have asked about it at public meetings, written directly to city council, no action. Now the mayor directs us back to the traffic engineer. More run

around. The next day I wrote to Jeannie Alexander, the traffic engineer. No reply to date. I will continue to follow this. An item agenda, preceding our OLR item, concerned traffic calming and problems in several different city neighborhoods, was of great interest to the group assembled. Angela Tucker and Jim Tolbert used maps and other material to give a lengthy and detailed description of the traffic issues on each of these streets and intersections; they focused also on the many neighborhood discussions and polls and interviews with residents they had conducted over a three-year period. And for each traffic/intersection problem they presented a solution and outlined why it would work to solve the problems. Following their presentation most of those in attendance began to file forward and talk about why they agreed, or disagreed, with the solutions proposed. When it came to the OLR discussion, the presentation by Tolbert was cut and dry. Tolbert recommended that OLR remain open and that proffers from Biscuit Run be considered in the discussion about OLR. This narrow presentation, following the outlines of the Gary O’Connell’s memo to city council on the same topic, was in STARK contrast to the preceding traffic presentation by Tucker and Tolbert. There was no traffic study to support this recommendation - only vague remarks that the traffic would be forced to go on other city streets. There was no presentation of discussions held with community members of OLR or with those living in the vicinity. There had been no polling. In short, the 200 folks who had signed the petition to close OLR were shown the door. To make matters more difficult, one of those coming forward to speak about the closure of OLR was the University Place manager/developer. He stated that closing OLR would have a negative effect on his housing development. How could he run his shuttles back and forth from his housing scheme to the University if OLR were shut? This notion, that OLR, in fact, that ALL city streets, were conduits into and out of the city of Charlottesville for those developments perched on the city/county border, is an interesting one. The fact is that these conduits are city streets and as such run through established city neighborhoods. Later in the meeting, when we had a chance to address city council on this topic we emphasized this. We asked why council did not side with us. We asked who council was serving, if not those folks here in the city that had elected them to serve on council. A few days later as I was considering all this I kept thinking: why does city council not want to take our part? Why does no one want to wield power on this council? How come they are not serving existing communities? It seems to me that when city council does not take action on these kinds of issues that a power vacuum is created. And that power vacuum is filled by those who do take action: in this case, and in many many cases, it is the developers of land all around the Fry’s 
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City Council, OLR, WCC– Report by Andrea K. Wieder (continued)
Spring area that are filling the power void. We need to continue to press city council to side with existing city communities, all of them. And to help us preserve our


neighborhoods in the face of the massive housing development schemes that are ongoing in the city, and right on the edge of the county, on the edge of our neighborhoods.

Huntley Site Plan Review for Steep Slopes Variance– Report by Andrea K. Wieder
The Huntley Task Force has written an extensive memo to city staff regarding the Jan. 12, 2007 site plans we have seen on this variance request. The memo, and documentation, are posted at the FSNA web site. We have not had the favor of a reply to our questions and comments from city staff . In fact, Jim Tolbert sent an email along that seemed to indicated that they were way to busy to deal with answering our questions. The task force will continue to press for answers and follow any revisions to this site plan. Ashley Cooper will stay on this matter for the time being, despite the fact that our new neighborhood planner, Brian Haluska, will take charge of all other issues in our area.

Woodlands Development on Sunset Avenue– Report by Andrea K. Wieder
Information gathering on the downtown mall at the Woodlands offices now set up near the skating rink yielded some interesting items: The Woodlands housing scheme, on the edge of Fry’s Spring, on Sunset Avenue in the county, will have 300 units. 75 of these units will be ready in August of 2007. Woodlands will be a gated community. Each and every bedroom in the units will have a full bathroom; and each unit has both a washer and a dryer in the unit. The real estate sales person also indicated that the developer had purchased three additional acres so that there could be access to Old Lynchburg Road for the Woodlands development. This county housing scheme seems to be mainly for student/grad student housing. Questions about traffic, again on Old Lynchburg Road, and the enormous amount of water that will be used in this development alone, pose challenging questions for the county and the city.

Questions Stimulating Discussion
These questions from the draft copy will be presented on the web site.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeanne S. Chase

Secretary, FSNA

Final Copy of February 14, 2007 Minutes

February 20, 2007

